
 
“Fiction is like a spider’s web, attached ever so slightly perhaps, but still attached to life at 

all four corners. Often attachment is scarcely perceptible.” -Virginia Woolf 
 
Creative Writing 
Ms. McCarron 
  
Course description and objectives:  
This is an introductory course in creative writing. You will be given the freedom of your mind to 
create symbols, myths, and meaning. This is often the hardest part. I will provide you with 
samplings from authors who I think have something important to say. And you, too, will bring to 
class bits of language that have empowered and inspired you – we are here to examine, uncover, 
and create. 
  
Assessment: 
Class participation/journal: 50% 
Writing workshop (2): 10% 
Weekly polished drafts: 40% 
Final exam: portfolio 
  
Assigned readings in the genre and on craft will also be discussed, resulting in your class 
participation grade. The final portfolio will be styled after your own whims. It will provide a 
smattering of your work, along with a letter of intent. There will be a minimum of five pieces 
and evidence of revision and growth should be evident (writing is drafting). 
  
Workshop Etiquette & Participation (10%): 
Because this is a writing workshop (and not just a literature class), it is essential that we treat our 
fellow writers’ efforts, exercises, and creative work-in-progress with the respect (and honest 
attention) we would expect for our own work and projects. Remember that you are an ally of the 
work you critique, and you want it to succeed on its own terms. You are required to turn in a 
proofed copy of the writer's work at the end of each workshop, which will be checked off by me 
and then passed on to the writer. We learn much from our dialogues with each other so be an 
active member of the audience as well as a writer. It will help you write. 
  
The other stuff 
There are no exams, but if I ask you to read something outside of class, I am serious in my 
request. 
Late work (more than a week) will be penalized. 



I am a human being - and you are too. We have to remind ourselves of that.   If there is an issue 
in the cave of life and you cannot do your work, come to class or read an assignment, speak to 
me. I will do my best to help you. 
 


